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THE SOUTHERN HERALD, LIBERTY, MISS.

Grandfather’s Clock

Taken from the

Notebook of an Old Detective

by Charles Edmonds Walk

And With Names snd Places Hidden Published asa Proof That

Truth Is Stranger Than Fiction

L

At an agreed upon hour of the fore-
noon Fellx Hasard and Helen Bertal
foregathered st a certain loop res-
taurant, poted not alone for the ex-
cellance of Ita culdine, but also for the
tastidious class of its patronage; the
one not always connoting the other,
by any manner of means. After a
hasty luncheon they went In & taxi to
the Union station, where they boarded
the Washington drawingroom aleeper
attached to the Broadwsy limited,
Thelr sections were directly opposite
to each other.

Now it is worthy of note that all
the time they were together this day,
and until the event happened which
startied them from thelr strained at-
titudes, thelr bearing toward each
other was decidedly pecullar, to say
the least? An observant onlooker even
might have coneluded that they strug-
gled with seething voleanic emotions,
all the more turbulent and re-
pressed, wera it not absurd to attribute
a betrayal of feelings so strenuous to
these two #chooled and seasoned op-
eratives of the Butherland Detective
agency.

However that may be, and Whatever
the object of this seemingly clandes-
tine journey, both carefully refrained
from discussing anything save the
most ordinary everyday toplcs.

The two, having stowed their light-
er lugeege, sat in Helen's section.
Time and the trailn sped on, and their
gtralned, alert, watchful attitndes did
not relax until the traln was fiying
across Indlana and nearing Fort
Weayne.,

It was just as they were leaving this
city that the bombshell exploded in
their faces. The Pullman conductor
entered the car with two telegrams.

“Telegram for Mr, Felix Hazard"
he announced. And Hazard started to
his feet as if propelled by a spring.

But the next announcement made
him drop back beside Helen in a state
that might well be described as bor-
dering on collapse. The countenances
of both betrayed the utmost consterna-
tion and chagrin.

“Telegram for Mra. Felix Hazard,"
issued from the conductor,

Hazard snstched the two yellow en-
velopes from the outstrétehed hand.
With nervous, shaking fingers, they
were torn open simultanecusly and
thelr contents ahsorbed at a glance.

The effects, though, of the two mes-
#nges were vastly dissimilar, Whereas
the man first groaned and next gritted
his teeth in speechless rage, the girl,
after & moment of confused, discon-
certoed sllence, burst into lnughter.

The tenor of the two telegrams,
when It i8 understood that both were
from Billy Sutherland, Hazard's and
Helen's chief, will sufMeclently nccount
for their extraordinary conduct and
discomposure.

“You e¢an't fool your Uncle Dudley,"”
ran Hazard's telogram. “You are due
to get yours when you arrive at Wash-
{ngton. Report immedlately to Pren-
tipe."

Prontloa was the Washington repre-
sentative of tho Sutherland agency.

Helon's message was couched dif-
ferentiy, but ita import was much the
same, It read:

“*Your elopement is foiled. Revenge
{# sweat, Report immedintely on ar
rival at Washington to Jonas Hud-
nutt, Interstate Natiopal bank. Fur
ther instructions will await you."

After the two messages had been
exchanged and congidered—in glum
silence on Hazard’s part, and in & pre-
occupled, half sby, half sly way on
Helen's, the former abruptly burst
forth:

"Report to Prentice! I will Hke—
—llke—like thunder!"

Mre. Hazard gave him n sidewise
look from beneath her long lashes.

“{3o ahend and say It." she demurely
invited: "don't mind me. I can't help
myself now. . . ., If we don't obey
orders, what then?™

“Why, I—we'll resign. I'll wire both
of our reslgnations in ut the next stop.
Then, somewhere between here and
Pittsburgh or Washingion, we'll quiet

Iy change our route and lose ourselves.
I'll figure that out by &nd by."

“Who is Jonas Hudnutt, do you sup-

7" Helen was sufficiently curious
to wonder. But the response was not
{nforming

»Confound Jonas Hudnutt, Billy
Sutherland and the whole pestiferous
bresd! Just imagine meking a con

venience of our honeymoon for sowme
fool business the office happens ;

imsgine trying to trap us into what.

have jn Washington just now!

ever celshration the chief and Lon
Prentice may have framed up! Watch
us sidestep 1t."

#How do you suppose they found it
out? mused Helen,

Bho was herself

“You shall do no such silly thing &s
wire back our resignations, We'll do
exnctly ns these telegrams command.
1 have an iden that we can get back
At the chief much more effectively
than by betraying his confidence In us
at the eleventh hour

However, very shortly something
happened that put an eatirely differ-
ent complexion upon the matter, Some-
thing that cooled Hazard's ire and
made him grow by degrees serious
and thoughtful. Something that made
Helen furtively slip her hand Into his
and murmur eryptieally:
“Together—as we hiave always
wanted ft!"

IL
The event which determined the
course of the elopers fell at Lafayette.
Here o second, and this time a long
telegram was handed them, and Haz-
ard, with the ald of a lttle red leather-
bound book, transiated its phrases.
For It was composed in that one of
the several Sutherland codes that was
used only in csses of the most ex-
tragrdinary gravity and lmportance.
As finally rendered the code message
read thus:
"Nelther my former message nor this
ong 4 & command, but an appeal:
first, to your sense of loynlty to us,
and next, to your patriotism.
“For the matter on which you are
so urgently wanted at Washington is
of no less gravity than being one that
vitally affects our government, our
national honor.
“Prentice will advise you fully,
"It I the opportunity of your life-
time, '
“I rely on you.
“Am not fully informed of all par-
ticulars of Mrs. Hazard's assignment.
A woman operative is wanted, and
nelther the Washington nor Pitts
burgh offices can meet the call just at
this time., Understand the work is
ngresable and will suffice to occupy
her time pleasantly during the ordeal
of an enforced separation,
“Will expect an immediate favorable
reply, Congratulations and God bless
you both."
When Helen percelved the lean,
Kawklike features of her consort hard-
en, and the dark, intense eyes take
on the old keen look of concentration
and oapability with which long nsso-
clation Had made her familiar, she In-
dulged in a covert, enigmatic lttle
smile and for the sccond time surrep-
titlously squeezed his long, sinewy
fingera.
It Is enough to say that a favorable
reply; albelt luconic to the point of
curtness, was flashed to the anxiously
waiting chief back in Chicago.
Arrived finally at Washington with
out further incident, Hazard first die-
covered that he was not obliged to
look up Prentice; that gentleman was
at the statlon awalting him. And
then {f the bride and groom
wunted anything further to emphasize
the serlousness of the affair that
had s0 unceremonfously obtruded
itself Into the midst of their new-
found huppiness, it was plalnly mani-
fest in the sober, absent, hurried fash-
{on with which Prentice offered his con-
gratulations and best wishes.

All during thelr brief colloquy he
seemed worrled and uneasy.

“Felix, be said abruptly at last,
“| don't wanl to seem rude, but it
won't do for us to be seen together too
much.

*“Take a taxl and ride round a half-
hour, then come to the office, Meet
you there, I'll start Mra, Hazaard
toward the Interstate National. Her
Job's easy. Bomething like the Day-
enant ease, only there's no bloodthirsty
dogto beafrald of. OldJonas is walt-
I.D‘-"

“And who, pray, is ‘Old Jonas? ™
Helen wanted to know.

Prentice stared.

“Why," he exclaimed, “don't you
know? Lzan closer so's I can whis-
per . He's the army and navy
expert that analyzes and passes on all
explosives.””

1IL

Mr, Jonas Hudnutt Helen found to
be an olderly though vigorous man,
hard-eyed and hard-featured, and
brusque both of speech and manner.
Yet he did not appear very formidable.

His first words wers & gquestion,
fired at her fn & dry, hard volce.

ern tme?"

reply.

“Why, yes,” she retorned at length.
“Eastern time {8 one hour faster than
gentral” !
proval. Bald he:

young woman.

@ friend of mine, across (n Virginla

“Young woman, do you know the
difference between central end east

Surprised by this form of catechiam,
for o moment Helen was at a loss to

A short jerk of Jonas Hudnputt's
{ron-gray bullet head signified his ap-

"Very good. You appear & capable
Il lnstruct you In
your duties as we ride down to Black-
water, Country eatate of a—er—of

rioualy

slghts a

walting

corking

stead o

phone.
he.

United

explain

Btraw.

belng

tls' men.

to the Nth degree,

1v.

Iready famillar to him.

for him.

himsell.

f usg—"

He' llstened a moment,
strange, awed expression overspread
his features.
“Show them right in” he lerkily
commanded, slamming up the recelver
and running over to open the door,

A man presently entered, the dig-
nity of whose position brought Haz-
ard instently to his feet.
It was the president.

Cloge behind him followed two oth-
ers in whom he recognizad the sec-
retary of war afd Curtis, head of the

States secret service,

ed to Prentice:

shadowed.

her on her short journey, together
with the purposeful alr of strength
and efficiency that stamped the chaul-
feur and his companlon, whoss nar-
rowed eyes flashed her a penetrating
look of Interest when she appeared,
resolved her doubts and raised her cu-

She recognized in the companion
ons of the best-known operatives of
the Unlted States secret service,

Felix Hazard as yet had not the
faintest inkling of the nature of the
affalr whose urgent gravity his chief
had been at such pains to emphasize.
He lmew only that the emergency
must have arisen within the last 36
hours, else he wonld have had some
hint of it before leaving Chicago.
His thoughts wers
Helen; he was impatient of the sep:
aration, however brief it might prove
to be, and he saw little enough of

imbued with

The buflding that hovsed the Suth-
erland offices wae distinguished from
all its newer nelghbors by bhaving
entrances on ghree streats,
Hazard’s taxi drew up at ona of
the main entrances, and at the ap-
pointed minute he sprang out and hur-
rled in, to find Prentice impatiently

“Something’s huappened since you
showed up,” sald he with an air of un-
“All our plans are
changed: the man you are to see will
coms here—should be here now—in-

The almost breathless explanation
was rudely broken in upon by the
harsh rasp of & buzzer indicator.
Prentice snatched up his desk tele
“Beot that's him now," said

then @

Before any sort of introduction
could be made the secretary at ounce

“We decided It sdhuld be more ad-
ylgable for us to come bere than for
you to come to us, Curtls and I ar
rived singly and waited for the pres-
{dent, whoss deep concern would
not allow him to walt for our
report. Every entrance, hallway and
elevator “ Is closely guarded by Mr,
Curtis’ men, so there is llitle lke-
lihood that we shall be unpleasantly
intruded upon.”
Then Hazard was presented and
the party atonce got down to business.
The secretary took it upon himself
to lay the case before Hazard.

"Ou the elghteenth of last March—
nearly a yeur ago—an American ins
ventor named Colewich came to Gens
eéral Harker, head of the Army bu-
reat, with n new type of explosive.
Colowich's claima were mo extrava-
gant that the ordnance department
was very skeptical regarding them;
but following thelr customary policy
not to disregard any possibllity of ad-
vancement in any branch of the serv:
lce, Colewich was promised a thor
ough trial of his Invention, and later
he was notified that the firat day had
been met, |

"It Is enough to say of thiz explo-
sive ,that it more. than justified its
inventor's clalmsa. It proved so pow-
erful, as 8 matter of fact, that if it
is not lost to the world It will re
daece the possibilities of future war
fare anlmost to nothing.
ties for destruction are simply be-
yond the powar of words to deseribe.
In shells of ordinary fleldtype artils
lery, the solldest and most modemn of
(urt!ﬂc_nuouu h’qoma a8 louses of

Its possibill-

“It {s obvious that such a terrible
fnstrument of destruction should not
ba allowed to fall into the possession
of any other nation; but, alas, it soems
a8 though it bas:

“However, that's nelther here nor
there now. Very Nttle time was wast-
ed In coming to terms with Colewlch,
of whom I can confldently nssert that
he was quite patriotic in uniting with
us to keep his formula segret. But
durlng the course of the rigid tests
he sxpressed a bellef that he was
He was—by Cur
But he mnintained that
the esplopage bad begun before ever
bie had made himselt known to us.

“We doubled our precautions.  Cole-
wich already bad taken extra care to
safeguard bis preclous formula, which
wns In the wafe deposit vaults of
one of New York's largest bunks,

“Well, to sum up this phase of the

charge of his own sxplosive had wiped
them both out of existence. We have
pever found the aslightest clus that
gven remclely suggestas what became
of him. And as for the preclous for-
mula—well, unlesa one of the pawers
engnged in the present war was ap
prised of Colewlch's—"

“However, that is too vague and im-
practicabla to consider. The formula
bas been lost for months when an
hour would suffica to transoribe it
The possibility of keeping it to our-
selves was abandoned long ago.
“But here's ths point. Whoever
may have atolen it, we do not want
to share in it; wo don’t want to lose
the secret utterly, and we staud in a
fair way of doing so unless a certain
plot, which we have the best of rea-
gons for suspecting the existence of,
¢an be frustrated,

“And prompt, determined netion
alone will be of avail, It has re-
duced itself to a matter of minutes,
and I am scquainting you with the
facts with a brevity that must not be
considered dlscourtesy—"

Hazard interrupted, brushing away
the attempted apology with an impa-
tient gesture. He could be as quick
to act as governmental heads.

“One question befors you go furth-
er,” said he. “If the formula never
came to you, how can you expect—"
He in turn was Interrupted, The
gecretary continued:

“T was coming to that. For the pur-
pose of the tests a considerable quan-
tity of the explosive was manufac
tured., Several government chomists
asslated in varlous steps of the pro-
cess; though certain details Colewich
would permit no one but himseif to
witness; and what they thus learned,
together with the success of the
analysis by the army and navy expert,
we have reason to feel assured that
goon we shall share the secret with
at least one other great power—the
one that stole it. Our success all
depends upon one thing: I we lose

first time uinoe entering the room the
president spoke.

“On the estats of a plose parsonal
friend of mine, Mr. Hazard; at
‘Blnckwater, belonglng. to Mr. Jo;
geph Harmon. It I on the Virginia
gide of the Polomae, not many miles
from here—a dellghtful automabile
ride.”

The secretary agaln addressed the
detective: {

"It 1 one of the blessed privileges
of this great free and enlighteted
country that anybody's business: I8
gverybody's business, Thera.were,
unquestionably, leaks at every step
of our negotintions and dealings withu
poor Colewich, else the plotters
could not have acted with stch
unerring sssurance. The loy-
alty of one or two men who may
be absolutely trusted s more depend-
able, gives more gnd better Assurances
of security, than serried ranks and
battlemented walls. Hence our re
liznce upon Mr, Harmon and a select-
ad few of Mr. Curtis’ operatives in this
critieal emergency.”

“And who Is the cnemist making the
analyses?"

“Our ohlef ordnance expert—Mr,
Jonas Hudnutt.”

V.

Night, and & violent spring storm
raging! along the Potomae. Now &
stinging, powdery snow, that bit the
flesh, was driving before a furlous
northeasterly gale.

To enter the old Harmon home:
stead was to step from pandemonium
fnto a haven of tramquillity. Indeed,
inside the house the only sounds one
was consclpus of were from the cruck-
Jing logs in the wide hall’s old-fash.
foned fireplace and the sedate ticking
of the anclent grandfather's clock
that stood ngainst a wall of the Hving
room.

Here, of all places in this house of
many spacious chambers, a sick-room
had been prepared; for the master of

N\’

S

the small quantity of powder on hand
our efforts are balked utterly.

“Now, some weeks age Information
came to Mr. Curtls of another plot,
one aimed to destroy the modicum of
powder—less than two poutds, but
sufficlent to wipe ont a city block—all
that we have remaining. It la vitally
important that our chemist proceed
with as much despatch as posaible,
for once we know the process the
logs of our littla supply of course
will not matter. For that reason the
supply at all times must be kept eas
{ly accessible. And in any event,
even il no plot to destroy it wers
hatehing, we could not force it into
anybody's custody,

“It is the sllence and Invisibility
with which the plotters are working
that fills us with the gravesl concern.
We ars morally certain respecting the
{dentity of the conspirators' head and
director: one of the capital's distin-
guished. . . ." He learned forward
and whispered the name In Hazard's
gar. -

“But we have been unable to con-
nect him with it definitely enough to
take proper action with the powet he
ropresenty.

“The bald truth of the matter is: if
our theory I8 correct, the nation con-
cerned has commlitted an acl of war
that cannot be disregarded. That hor

it lp within the power of bhuman en-
deavor so to do.

“Thers, Mr. Hazard—you gee the
task we have set for you. Foll this
plot. Discover tha plotters and fix
their guilt upon them {n such fashion
that we may deal with them secretly,
aa they deserve. Preserve for ua the
secret which may, at 2, oritieal pe-

country's salvation”

st M 1
Joseph Harmon Had Expressed a Dying Man's Whim to Pass His Last
Hours in a Room Where He Had Known So Many Pleasant Ones.

rible possibility must be avoided If

riod, mean no less thao my and your

||. L
il

L.Iil

|

plmnnt ones.
Il he unmistakably was,

seemed paying but scant heed to him
nurse's uniform.
ror.

the dignity of age.

that I ever heard of.

presence natural and regular, ,
But, poor, poor man!”

hushed by the nurse.

for his country’s sake'™

spoke.

celved the signal tonight?”
“Yea; 1 distinetly overheard her to]

nearly frantic because ahe
dented admislon to this

#|  “You won't have much to do, matter in o nutshell: Despite our Hatard was stirred by the speaker's
o got "on | O1d family belrioom, you know. Much | tions, between the time Coiewich ob-| Mked & question:
vo known. better | prised and revered” tained the formuls from the bank and | “Where are the experiments being
Helen whether she had to | the time he wad supposed ndﬁ:‘.“‘*’
do with 1 the axpe with it hero in Washington, m' The secretary of war and the pres-
that was o wpeed | aad it vailshed an effoctivoly 44 If & (dont exshanged glanoes. Then for the | —clatms that
y 2 : ; g e b RN e i

the house wns mortally {ll—or so the
celebrated specialist, arrived that day
from Chicago, had pronounced. And
Joseph Harmon had expressed a dying
man's whim to pags his last hours in
a room where he had known o many

But the two tenss flgures who re-
garded each other ncross hin bed

One was the specialist; the other a
tall, strikingly handsome girl ih a

Just now her fine, wide gray eyes
are tragic with the emotlons they mir.

The clock ticks on purposefully with and, barring that they were und

“I tell you," the girl whispers, "It is
the most dreadful thing, the most
splendid example of unselfish courage,
He deliberately
innoculated himself with the virus as
the only way he could find to achlove
two ends—that he might advaneas a
reasonable, plausible excuse for being
removed to this room and remaining
here constantly, and that we might
come hers in roles that place our me-
tives abave susploion, that make our

The slck man ventured a feeble pro-
test, which was firmly though gently

“I can't help it, Mr. Harmon," she
spoke earnestly. "The doctor Is com-
ing, and that's an end of it. Men may
be as cold-blooded as they ke, but it
{s not In any woman's naturs to stand
{dly by and see anybody deliberat'y
make a martyr of himself, even If it ls

The man beside the bed, Who bore a
curfous likeness to Felix Harard,

“Again I must ask you,” he querled,
“ara you sure Miss von Hellwig re

"
the German biftler. And she Is unv: o0 o . w‘j

mon'n private secretary entitiy, b
be present. ¢
“She has been trying all o
pratexts to get In, jJust as gu
has bean trylug €0 get Into thy g
She even threatened me; hyy gy
lieve T have settled her for gy
being. When she learns thyy g,
be quite as difficult to leavg thy
tonlght as {t-18 to galn admix
—heaver alona knows whal 'm
pen.” )
. At this juncturs there sounie
light rap on one of the doory, a
nurse, her eyes flashing wity
fire, glided swiftly but noiselssaly
to it and opened It. Then the g
deliberataly and vlolently pyy
Intruder away, went into the han.
softly closed the door. [
A nubdugd murmur of voloey -
to the man beside the bad, B o
morbidly sensible of the slow
tock, tick-tock of the tall old e
The slck man's regular breathing
plainly audible, L
In a Httls whila the nurse rete
unruffled, cool, eapable. ’
“The Von Hellwlg again"—in g
to the tall man's look of inquiry, 8
inglsts now upon knowing the (s
by this clock.”
“And you told her?
“1 did. She nearly falnted, , | %
are sure, are you, Fellx, that
can be no hiteh?" I3
“Positive, Do you think T woulh
you be imperiled? The wires ared
vonnected at two points; at v
tact behind the clock dial, and iy
at the coherer where it (s {amel
against the powder In a potato b
in the cellar, o
“You know, Helen, thore wmi
theory advanced at the (Ime L
French battleship Republique's
zines were explodaed by means of
advanced wireless method. Doybgs
it was only an imaginative story, ¥
this apparatus works, beyond da
Four timed It has fafled. Four
Miss von Hellwig has stolen fn s
and set hack the clook an hour s i
Schmidt might have an opportuniiy
tinker with his colls and adjustm
fn an effort to find and correct s
fects, It lg my bellef that some of
other servants have been bribed’,
Well, we'll imow who they are ¥
the panic starts, . . . There!*
A woman's plercing scream |
tered the sllence and pemisted
a hopeless note that froze (he W
There were men's muffied, strang
curses, sounds of desporate stmy
and combat from varlous reglonsof§
house. 1
And then the old clock bega i
ing eleven,

V1
Bome weeks after the sty
night at Blackwater Fellx snd il
were once more back fn the Sl
land‘s shabby, rambling old fule
Fifth avenue offices, where {h
vated roars all day and all night
nolge wes music in thelr ears,
burly chief’s features were quile
illegible as usual; but Helen
ing him intently with a little pes
wrinkle between her browd.
T have it, chief," sha gl
“though ordinarfly 1t would req
clafrvoyant to plumb the depth
your inner consclousness and M
any trace of feeling that mights
ing dormant there. Bt the ful
I have just dlscovered it—that]
are genulnely glad to eee us
again and don't know how to sayl
The chief cocked & shaggy
nt her and his dull eyes Hnges
the happy, flushed face a mom
"Yes," he admitted. “And I's
that we are not golng to lo)
either, 111 tell you all about ik
I've beard the balance of the @
of your stirring honeymoon
It Is something, you know, iME
naver be embodied In & WRM
port.”
It was Hazard who replled
“There {8 little more {o. el
you know, chlef. That very )
nutt dlscovered the process fat
ing the ‘hellpowder, as be
propriately calla It, so the [
would have galned nothing by,
mucceeded, i
“The only place Curtls' me
down was In a lack of I
*| knowledge, Not that I'm an#
cian myself; but when Halen i
about the Von Hellwig womans
diing with the clock, why, I #
pretty close to thd truth, W
timacy and heart to heart tals
Schmidt, the butler, Implicated

v

shrewd to suspect our mOUYE
rest wag easy. - Mr, Harmon 100
perate measures to hiind '
I'm glnd to know that he will 8
“There was a panel in tho W8
hind the clock from which
Who is really a finlshed @
gineer—eould work without mis
of discovery, The wires were!
ranged that after an outside
tlon was closed, when the clot®
got to eleven a contact wai WS
circuit completed;, and (he §
+| would have been exploded—0i8
completely wiplng out every.
the cause, . , ., What becam
two? TI'vo beon miles AWSH
thinking of them." .
, The chiof shrugged his shad
"1 can say only that they "
bo heard of again,” sald he 8
“Thelr memory s blotied o
count was recalled from Wi
rather wuddenly, T undorsian
thus that end of it closes.”

*“I'sat tomorrow morning ¥
move fnto the office of tho AF
ant superintendent. Curtis |
London. Lord knowa I

nent for you to stay”




